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Abstract-A thorough analysis is presented of the non linear deformation of the shell lateral
boundary surface. The deformation is compatible with the linear distribution of displacements
across the shell thickness. It is found that the total rotation of the boundary element can be defined
in two ways, by means of two alternative orthonormal triads associated with the deformed shell
lateral boundary surface. For both definitions of the rotation, exact expressions for three components
of the vector of change of curvature of the boundary contour are derived in terms of shell strain
measures, These expressions are then consistently reduced for several particular shell theories .
.:g 1997 Elsevier Science Ltd

I. INTRODUCTION

Nonlinear problems of shells with account of transverse shears are usually formulated and
solved in terms of displacements and rotations as basic independent field variables. The
most general statically and geometrically exact theory of shells was proposed by Simmonds
(1984) and developed by Makowski and Stumpf (1990, 1994), with an extensive numerical
finite element analysis of representative test examples presented in Chr6scielewski et al.
(1992, 1997), where many references to earlier papers are given.

However, some shell problems can be solved in a more convenient way if the cor­
responding boundary-value problem is formulated in terms of strain and bending measures,
associated with the shell reference surface, as basic independent field variables. Such intrinsic
shell equations, first proposed by Chien (1944) for thin elastic shells, require boundary
conditions to be expressed through the same variables as well. Appropriate combinations
of the measures to be assumed at the shell boundary are usually called deformational
boundary quantities,

Deformational boundary conditions, expressed in terms of four deformational bound­
ary quantities, were first introduced by Chernykh (1957) into the classical linear theory of
thin elastic shells. Under additional requirements discussed by Mikhailovskii and Chernykh
(1985), the deformational boundary conditions assure the uniqueness of the corresponding
boundary-value problem. The deformational boundary quantities proved very helpful in
analyzing linear problems of thin elastic shells, such as thermostatic stresses, shell stiffening,
the reinforcement of a shell boundary with a beam, the optimum reinforcement of holes in
shells and the connection conditions of two or more shells [see, for example Novozhilov et
ai, (1991)]. The deformational boundary quantities for a nonlinear shell deformation,
subjected to the Kirchhoff-Love constraints, were derived by Novozhilov and Shamina
(1975) and for a large strain theory of rubber-like shells by Chernykh (1986), where several
nonlinear shell problems were also solved. Pietraszkiewicz (1989) derived a set of four
deformational boundary conditions for the geometrically nonlinear refined intrinsic shell
equations developed by Danielson (1970), Koiter and Simmonds (1973) and Pietraszkiewicz
(1977,1980a).

t This research was supported by the Polish Committee for Scientific Research under grant KBN
038jT07j95j09. Paper presented at the 31st Polish Solid Mechanics Conference, 9-14 September, 1996, Mierki,
Poland.

687



688 W. Pietraszkiewicz

Within the linear theory of shells, taking into account transverse shear and normal
strains, six deformational boundary quantities were introduced by Shamina (1970). Pie­
traszkiewicz (1979, 1980b) generalized these quantities to the fully nonlinear range of shell
deformation. In latter papers, the linear distribution of displacement field across the shell
thickness was assumed. For a linearly elastic material the transverse normal strains were
expressed explicitly in terms of other shell strain measures, thus reducing the number of
independent deformational boundary quantities to five for this type of shell theory. These
quantities to be given along the boundary contour are: the elongation )Itt, the transverse
shear )It3 and the three components of the vector kt of change of curvature of the shell
boundary contour, themselves being complex functions of shell strain measures. The exact
expressions for the components of k t were then consistently reduced for the geometrically
nonlinear shell theory and the results were presented in an easily readable form through
physical components of shell strain measures at the boundary.

Deformational boundary quantities, appropriate for the geometrically nonlinear the­
ory of shells with transverse shear and normal strains, have also been proposed by definition
in a different form by Mikhailovskii (1995), and then used to derive conditions for the
connection of a shell with a beam at a common junction. In that paper, the corresponding
vector of change of boundary curvature was calculated from a total rotation tensor, which
itself had been assumed as a superposition of two rotations: a finite rotation associated
with a Kirchhoff-Love type shell deformation and a small rotation corresponding to small
transverse shear strains. Taking into account other definition differences of deformational
quantities, it was noticed that components of the vector of change of curvature of
Mikhailovskii (1995) do not coincide with the corresponding components derived for the
same theory by Pietraszkiewicz (1980b), and when linearized they do not agree with those
derived by Shamina (1970). The noted differences are proportional to the transverse shear
strains )113'

In this report a thorough analysis is presented of deformation of the shell lateral
boundary surface, compatible with the linear distribution of displacements across the shell
thickness. It is shown that the total rotation of the shell lateral boundary element can be
defined in two alternative, non-equivalent ways, depending upon the choice of an orthonor­
mal triad describing the geometry of the deformed boundary element. The first choice of
such a triad was discussed in detail by Pietraszkiewicz (1979, 1980b), some of the results of
which have been given in Sections 3 and 4, for comparison. Then, in Section 5, consequences
of the second choice of such a triad are discussed, exact corresponding expressions for
deformational boundary quantities are derived and transformational rules for the recal­
culation of these quantities from those given by Pietraszkiewicz (1980b) are indicated. By
a consistent reduction of the exact relations, several formulae for deformational boundary
quantities are obtained in Section 6 for the geometrically nonlinear and linear shell theories
with transverse shear and normal strains, for the Kirchhoff-Love type nonlinear theory of
shells and for the first-approximation geometrically nonlinear theory of thin isotropic elastic
shells. It is also proved that, in the case of geometric nonlinearity, the relations derived here
agree with those of Mikhailovskii (1995), to within an error of such a shell theory.

2. NOTATION AND BASIC RELATIONS

Let the undeformed shell :JI be parametrized by a normal system of curvilinear coor­
dinates (8\ 0, i>: = 1,2, such that the position vector p(8", 0 ofany point PE:JI be p = r+ (D.
Here r = r(8") describes a point M on the reference surface j{ of:JI and ( is the distance
from JH. In what follows, a, = arla8" == r" are the natural base vectors of A, a,p = a"' ap
is the covariant (components of the surface) metric tensor with determinant a = I aop I,
a3 == 0 = a~l/zal x azisthe unitnormalvectoroLH,b,p = -D,,'apisthecovariantcurvature
tensor of JH, and by G,li = (a, x ali)' 0 we denote the surface alternation tensor.

The boundary contour aA of ~,H consists of piecewise smooth curves described by
res) = r[8"(s)], where s is the arc length along aA. At each regular point, ME cA, we
have the unit tangent vector t = a,t' = dr/ds == r' and the outward unit normal vector
v = r"v' ==r,,' such that v = t x n. Therefore, the undeformed shell lateral boundary surface
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Fig. 1. Geometry of the shell lateral boundary surface in undeformed and deformed configurations.

3fJ6* defined by p(s, 0 = r(s) + (n(s), -h- ~ ( ~ +h+, where h = h- +h+ denotes the shell
thickness, is rectilinear and orthogonal to jt along 3J1t (Fig. I).

Let .Jt and 3Jt be deformed configurations of uIt and 3u1t defined by the position
vectors i(8a

) = r(8') +u(8') and i[W(s)] = r(s) +u(s), respectively, where u is the dis­
placement field of the reference surface, while 8a and s are convected coordinates. Then
with Jt and 3Jt we can associate analogously defined geometric quantities, only now
marked by an overbar: a, = i.a, iiap = a,· ap, ii = IiiaPI, ii = ii- 112al x a2, haP = -ii.,· ap,
eall = (a, x ap) . ii, t = i'/ Ii" I, ii = t x ii, a, = i,av" etc. Note that here a, is not colinear with
ii, due to the shear distortion of Jt. All the barred surface quantities can now be expressed,
if necessary, through the geometry of Jlt and 3J1t and the displacement field u [see Pie­
traszkiewicz (1980a, 1989)].

Within the nonlinear theory of shells, in which transverse shear and normal strains are
taken into account, the deformation field in the neighborhood of uIt is usually approximated
by its linear part (Pietraszkiewicz, 1979). Therefore, any material fibre which is initially
normal to uIt, p = r+(n, after deformation, takes the position

(1)

where a3 = n+p, with the difference vector, p, as an additional independent field variable.
Corresponding components of the spatial Green strain tensor E(8',O are then approxi­
mated in the neighborhood of uIt by

(2)

where n(ap) = 1/2(nap+nlla) and Yab, nab, a = 1,2,3, are quadratic functions ofu, fJ and their
surface derivatives.

The vector a3 in eqn (1) is neither unit nor normal to ufl, in general, and can be
represented through the unit vector d according to

(3)

For a detailed description of the shell deformation compatible with eqn (I) we refer to
Pietraszkiewicz (1979, 1980b).
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3. DEFORMATION OF THE SHELL BOUNDARY

During the deformation compatible with eqn (1), the shell undeformed lateral bound­
ary surface af!J* moves into the deformed lateral boundary surface ajJJ* defined by

p(s,O = f(s) + (a3 (s), (4)

which is again rectilinear, although no longer orthogonal to JI along aJi (Fig. I). The
orthonormal triad v, t, n, associated with a.?J*, constitutes a spatial basis at ME aAt. During
the deformation process, this triad moves into a skew triad of non-unit vectors av, at and
a3 such that

at = f,.t' = alt, at = Iat I = JI +2Yll, Ytt = y.fJt'tP,

av = f .•v·, av = Iav I = JI +2y"", Yvv = y,p v• vfJ . (5)

Note that while in convected coordinates (s, 0, at and a3 constitute a surface basis for ajJJ*,
the vector av is not normal to ajJJ* at 111 E aJi. Therefore, it is convenient to introduce three
other vectors

(6)

The unit vector p is now normal to ai!6* although not tangential to JI, the unit vector m is
orthogonal to aJl, but not normal to JI, and the unit vector 't' is not tangential to aJt at
111 E JI, although orthogonal to d and p.

Derivatives of at and a3 with regard to s can be expressed entirely through the shell
strain measures [Pietraszkiewicz (1979) Section 4.4] :

where

a; = a',fit'tfJ +a,ta'fJtfi = (t' IfJa,+ t·b.li a3 +adcYc.fJt'ad)tfJ,

a; = a3,fJ tli = (- hia), + Yc3/iaC
) t fJ , (7)

(8)

In eqns (7) and (8) we have explicitly used spatial bases aa = (a., a3 == n) at At and
aa = (a., a3) at JI respectively, as well as denoting, by ( );a the spatial covariant derivative
in the metric aab = aa' ab and by ( )1' the surface covariant derivative in the metric a.fJ.
Spatial indices in the deformed configuration are raised with the help of aab

, where a"P =I {j.p,

in general.

4. DEFORMATIONAL BOUNDARY QUANTITIES

It was shown by Pietraszkiewicz (1979, 1980b) that the rectilinear boundary surface
ajJJ* can be defined, with an accuracy up to a rigid-body deformation in space, by three
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strains Ytt, Yt3 and 1'33, and the vector kt of change of curvature of the shell boundary contour.
Within the constraint (1) and for any particular elastic material behavior, the transverse
normal strain 1'33 is expressible through other shell strain measures. Therefore, only five
independent scalar deformational boundary quantities, Ytl> YtJ, and three components of kl>
define the surface oiJI*.

An explicit expression for kt in terms of Yab, n(,fJ) depends upon the choice of the
orthonormal triad describing the surface a.qj* along oJ(, which would constitute an ana­
logue of the triad v, t, n describing a~* along ault. The unit vector p. defined in eqn (6) is a
unique analogue on aiJI* of the unit vector v on of!J*. Two other unit vectors i and d
tangential to oiJI*, which result during the deformation process from the respective t and n
tangential to a~*, are not mutually orthogonal. We are free to include only one of them
into the triad and a third unit vector is then uniquely defined by a vector product with p..
It follows, from this discussion, that with afJJ* we can associate two different orthonormal
triads: p., i, m or p., 't", d. Each of the triads can be regarded as an analogue on afJJ* of the
triad v, t, n on a~*.

In the papers of Pietraszkiewicz (1979, 1980b), the description of aiJI* was performed
in terms of the triad p., i, m. It seemed more natural to include i, the unit tangent to aJ!,
rather than d, into the triad describing afJJ* along aJ!. Let us recall some results associated
with such a choice for a further comparison.

The total rotation tensor Rt associated with the triad p., i, m, as well as corresponding
vectors k t and It ofchange ofcurvature, can concisely be defined according to Pietraszkiewicz
and Badur (1983) by

Rt = p. ® v+i® t+m ® n,

k t = +kttv+kt,t-ktnn, It = Rtk t ,

1 = v ® v+ t ® t + n ® n, i = p. ® p. + i ® i + m ® m. (9)

Here ® denotes the tensor product, ( )T the transposition of the tensor and 1, i are different
representations of the metric tensor of the three-dimensional (3D) Euclidean vector space.

Introducing eqns (5)-(7) into eqn (9), after some transformations, we can derive exact
formulae for the components of k t expressed entirely in terms of Y,p, n(,Pl [see eqn (62) of
Pietraszkiewicz (1980b)] :

(10)

where O"t, It, K t are the normal curvature, the geodesic torsion and the geodesic curvature
of oult, respectively, and nett) = nC,Plt'tfJ.

In the case of geometric nonlinearity, i.e. when Yab '" hn('bl '" 0(1]), '1« 1, the
expressions (10), written in terms of physical components of the shell strain measures, can
consistently be reduced to [somewhat refining eqn (92) of Pietraszkiewicz (1980b)] :

k tl• = n(,t)+2(O"t-~)Y'I-(rt+~)(Y"+Y33)

+Y~t+K,Yv3 -Yt3,+Kt Yt3'
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(11)

In the relations (11), terms underlined by a wavy line are responsible for a geometric
nonlinearity (apart from the nonlinearity of strain-displacement relations), and those
underlined by a solid line take account of transverse shears. Indeed, if terms underlined by
a wavy line are omitted, and in expressions for all the remaining shell strain measures only
linear terms of u, fJ are taken into account, the relations (11) reduce themselves to those
given by Shamina (1970) for the linear theory of shells with transverse shear and normal
strains. However, in order to make such a comparison, formulae (4.17) of Shamina (1970)
should still be expressed explicitly through physical components along avlt.

5. ALTERNATIVE DEFORMATIONAL BOUNDARY QUANTITIES

With the lateral boundary surface a!!J* of the deformed shell, we can associate an
alternative orthonormal triad p., or, d, which also fully describes the geometry of a!!J* along
aJt. This triad allows one to define an alternative total rotation tensor Qt of a!!J*, as well
as corresponding vectors of change of curvature K t and At, by expressions analogous to eqn
(9) :

Qt = p. ® v+or ® t+d ® n,

QrQ; = K t X 1, Q;Qr = At x 1,

An explicit relation for K t follows now from the inverse of eqn (12h to be

K t = ~(v x QrQ;v+t x QrQ;t+n x QrQ;n).

The rules for differentiating the triad v, t, n along avlt are known:

(12)

(13)

(14)

We can now calculate Q; from eqn (12)" introduce the result into eqn (13), and use
eqns (6) and (14), which leads to two equivalent definitions of the components of K t :

From the relations (6) we can show that

a~ = 2Y;3at+a~a; -2Y;3a3 -2Yt3a;,

a~ = at x a3 +at x a;.

(15)

(16)

This means that we are able to calculate all three components of K t from only two differential
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expressions (7) for ii; and ii;. Therefore, introducing eqns (7) and (16) into eqn (15) after
transformations we obtain

(17)

The expressions (17) for the deformational boundary quantities are exact within the
linear approximation of shell deformation (1), (2) and (4), i.e. they are valid for unrestricted
values ofYab and 1T.(~{J)' Note, however, that a more complex distribution of shell deformation
in the normal direction [as was used in modeling the behavior of rubber-like shells by
Stumpf and Makowski (1986); Schieck et ai. (1992); Kabric and Chernykh (1996), for
example] cannot influence the expressions (17), since only the first derivatives in the normal
direction of the spatial Green strains E~{J are used in the derivation of eqn (17).

Let us introduce the proper orthogonal tensor

(18)

The tensor P t rotates the orthonormal triad Il, i', m (used in Section 4) into the triad Il, 't', d
used in this section. The axial vector, W t , corresponding to the skew-symmetric tensor
P:P; is given by

(19)

Explicit expressions for the components of W t , in terms of shell strain measures, follow now
using eqns (16) and (3)-(8).

If eqn (18)z is introduced into eqn (12)z, then using eqn (9)z after transformations we
obtain

(20)

This provides simple transformation rules between K t and kt . These rules explicitly indicate
that the alternative deformational boundary quantities (17) are functionally dependent
upon those given in eqn (10).

In order to allow a further discussion of possible simplifications of eqn (17), it is
convenient to have all the spatial tensors Yea{J expressed through physical components of Yab
and 1T.(~{J) along evil. For this reason, we should express all spatial covariant derivatives Yab;e
in terms of surface covariant derivatives Y~{JI,h Y~3P, and 1T.(~{J), Y33, b~{J keeping in mind that
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(21)

Such transformations for Y,3p, for example, can be performed as follows:

·Y,3p = 1,3;/1 +Yap;3 - }'3p;a

= 1,3,fi - r~pYp3 - r~pY33 - p~pYap - npYa3

+Yap - r~3YpP - r;3YJ/1 - q3Yap - q3Ya3

-YJP.·' + P~aYp/1 - rLY3P +Q,Y3P +q'Y33

(22)

Corresponding expressions for IAa/l, Y3a/1 and 133/1 can be obtained in the same way. Then
using the geometric relations

(23)

we are able to calculate the following expression:

(24)

It is now apparent that using eqn (8) and identifying the spatial eap3 with the surface
e'P, we are also able to express~, vaifPvp, vaffPtp, v,ff3 in terms of physical components
of Yab' neap) along oAt. As a result, the deformational boundary quantities, eqn (17), can be
expressed explicitly in terms of the physical components. However, these exact expressions
are quite complex and are not presented here.

6. DEFORMATIONAL BOUNDARY QUANTITIES FOR PARTICULAR SHELL THEORIES

From exact expressions (17), consistently reduced formulae can be derived for several
special versions of shell theory. In the case of geometric nonlinearity, i.e. when
Yab ~ hn(,p) ~ 0('1), '1 « I, all the relations should consistently be approximated by linear
terms in each of the strain measures. In particular, in this case we can use the following
consistent approximations:
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(25)

When eqn (25) together with eqn (24) is introduced into eqn (17) and only linear terms in
each of I'ab and 11.('11) are taken into account, we obtain

K,v ~ 11.(") +2(O"t-11.(,t))}'v,-(r,+11.(vt))(Yn +1'33)
~ -

The relations (26) provide explicit expressions of deformational boundary quantities
for the geometrically nonlinear theory of shells with transverse shear and normal strains.

When eqn (26) is compared with eqn (11), it is seen that the transverse shears are
present in eqn (26) not only through terms underlined by a solid line as in eqn (11), but
also through additional terms proportional to 1'13, which are underlined by a dashed line.
This is the result of the alternative vector K t used here, as compared with kt used to derive
eqn (11). Indeed, under the small strains, components of ro, defined in eqn (19) can
consistently be approximated using eqns (6), (16), (23), (24)4 and (25), which yields

(27)

It is now apparent that the components of K, given by eqn (26) can be recalculated from
components of k, given in eqn (11) according to transformation rules (20), where the
approximate relations (27) should be applied.

In the relations (26) terms underlined by a wavy line are responsible for the geometric
non-linearity, apart from the nonlinearity of strain-displacement relations. Therefore, if
these terms are omitted, and in the definitions of all the remaining shell strain measures
only linear terms of u, pare taken into account, the relations (26) reduce themselves to the
following form appropriate to the linear theory of shells with transverse shear and normal
strains:

(28)

These expressions differ from those following from Shamina (1970) by terms underlined by
a dashed line. This difference results again from the use of the vector K t here, while Shamina
(1970) derived her deformational quantities from a vector which was equivalent to our k,.

In some applications it may be convenient to have the components of K, expressed
through the tensor p,p = - (b'll- b'll) of change of curvature of the reference surface rather
than through 11.('P). In the case of geometric nonlinearity, the kinematic relation for 11.('11) [cf.
Pietraszkiewicz (1979)] gives
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n(.p) = ~(a•• a3,P +ap •a3,.) +b.p

:::'::: fJ.P- (b.p - fJ.p)Y33 +Y.3IP +Yp31.,

(29)

which introduced into eqn (26) allows one to find equivalent expressions for the defor­
mational boundary quantities (Pietraszkiewicz, 1997):

It is interesting to note that, in this representation, the normal strain Y33 has disappeared
from all the components of K t , If all the quadratic terms underlined by a wave line are
omitted, and the remaining shell strain measures are defined only by linear terms in D, p,
the relations (30) reduce themselves to the form equivalent to eqn (28) for the linear theory
of shells with transverse shear and normal strains, If, additionally, all the terms with Yv3

and Yt3 are omitted in eqn (30), we obtain deformational boundary quantities of the classical
linear theory of thin shells proposed by Chemykh (1957, 1964).

In the classical nonlinear theory of thin shells based on the Kirchhoff-Love constraints,
it is assumed from the outset that Y.3 = Y33 = 0 and, therefore, a = ii, a3 = ii, a~ = ati',
am = a~ii, aT = at' In this case n(.p) = fJ.P' W t = 0, K t = k t , and both the exact relations (17)
and (10) reduce to

(31)

where at, it and Kt are the normal curvature, the geodesic torsion and the geodesic curvature
of oJ!, respectively. The formulae for - K tt and - K tn are exactly those derived by Novo­
zhilov and Shamina (1975), while that for Ktv agrees with the one derived by Pietraszkiewicz
(1979), However, using an equivalent second expression for Ktv in eqn (15h we would obtain
an equivalent relation

K - ~ Aii v a-PA(b fJ )tP rtv - - P ;.p - Ap - t,
at a

(32)

which now coincides with the one given by Novozhilov and Shamina (1975). The relations
(31 h3 were presented by Pietraszkiewicz (1979) also in terms of physical components of
Y.p, fJ.Palong o.4t.

Within the first-approximation geometrically nonlinear theory of thin isotropic elastic
shells, estimates for the strain measures are:
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where () is a small parameter given in Pietraszkiewicz (1989) and v is the Poisson ratio.
Under these estimates, the relations (30) can consistently be reduced to

(34)

These are exactly expressions for deformational boundary quantities derived in eqn (6.8)
of Pietraszkiewicz (1989) for the geometrically nonlinear (so-called refined) intrinsic shell
equations. With appropriate modifications of definitions of the surface strain and bending
measures, the deformational boundary quantities (34) can also be used together with
intrinsic shell equations discussed by Libai and Simmonds (1983), Axelrad and Emmerling
(1988), Libai and Bert (1994a,b) and Valid (1995).

Mikhailovskii (1995) proposed deformational boundary quantities for the geo­
metrically nonlinear theory of shells with transverse shear and normal strains, by intro­
ducing a total rotation tensor QtV being a superposition of two rotations: a finite rotation
associated with a Kirchhoff-Love type geometrically nonlinear theory of shells and a small
rotation corresponding to a linear approximation in small shears Y.3:

QtV :=:: [1+2Yv3(v0ii-ii0 v) +2}'t3(i (8) ii-ii0T)](v0 v+t(8) t+ii (8) n),

I = v (8) v+t (8) t+ii (8) ii. (35)

Differentiating Qi with regard to s, the length parameter along the deformed boundary
contour aJi, it was found that with accuracy to small terms f3'PYA3'

d~V :=:: _ Kt~ (ii (8) t-t 0 n) + Kt~(V (8) n-ii (8) v) -Kt~(i 0 v-v 0 t), (36)

(37)

Let us show that, to within an error of geometric nonlinearity, the relations (36) and
(37) are consistent with the relations (30). Indeed, to within small strains

(38)

and changing differentiation in eqn (12) from d/ds to d/ds = at-
1 d/ds we obtain
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but for small Y,3

(39)

Jl ~ V-2Yv3 ii , 'r ~ i-2Yt3ii,

d ~ ii+2Ydv+2Yt3i. (40)

If eqn (40) is introduced into eqn (39), then with the help of eqns (38), (30) and (31), and
with accuracy to small terms flapYd' we can approximately represent It on the basis V, i, ii
with components (37) proposed by Mikhailovskii (1995). This clearly indicates that with
accuracy to the small terms, the deformational boundary quantities (37) are equivalent to
those of eqn (30). As a result, they are also expressible in terms of the previous quantities
(26) by linear transformations eqn (20h with eqn (27).

7. CONCLUSIONS

In this report, an entirely general approach to the derivation of deformational bound­
ary quantities has been developed for the nonlinear theory of shells with transverse shear
and normal strains. It is only assumed here that the displacement field is distributed linearly
across the shell thickness. No kind of restrictions are introduced about the magnitudes of
the displacements, rotations, strains and/or bendings of the shell material elements.

It has been noted that the total rotation of the shell lateral boundary element can be
defined by two alternative, non-equivalent ways through two alternative orthonormal triads
of vectors associated with the lateral boundary surface of the deformed shell. The choice
of the first triad was already discussed by Pietraszkiewicz (1979, 1980b). The consequences
of the choice of the second triad, for an exact description of deformation of the shell lateral
boundary surface, have been discussed in detail in this report.

We have derived exact alternative expressions (17) for components of the vector of
change of curvature of the shell boundary contour, as well as their two consistently reduced
forms, eqns (26) and (30), appropriate for geometrically nonlinear theory of shells which,
when linearized, give deformational boundary quantities for the linear shell theory as well.
All the expressions derived here are new in the literature. We have also confirmed our
results by reducing them further with the help of additional simplifying assumptions,
corresponding to several particular shell theories, for which such deformational boundary
quantities were proposed in the literature.

To each of the two alternative sets of deformational boundary quantities discussed
here, there corresponds a different set of work-conjugate static boundary quantities, expre­
ssed entirely in terms of internal stress and couple resultant tensors, so that the virtual work
performed by both sets of corresponding work-conjugate quantities remains the same. The
problem of such static boundary quantities should be addressed in a separate paper.
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